
Admissions Committee: Will you get into the college or university you want?

Spreadsheets at work

Overview

Congratulations! You have been selected as a member of the admissions committee that determines whether applicants will be accepted to your school or not. As such, you must be familiar with the admission criteria and trends. You will review ten fictitious applicants and analyze each one for various factors such as GPA, test scores, and service hours. You will input this data in a spreadsheet where you will create charts to display your findings. As a committee you will make a decision whether the applicant will be admitted or not and give recommendations. Ultimately, you will create a group presentation to share your findings with the class.

1. Group Member Names & Roles:

·   Task: Assign each group member into one of the following roles:
· Researcher–Oversees [image: image1.png]


process of finding school admission criteria, trends, and demographics



Name:

· Analyzer–Oversees process of analyzing data and forming conclusions



Name:

· Decision maker–Helps the committee come to a consensus on whether or not applicant is accepted



Name:

· Tech support–Oversees process of spreadsheet and presentation technical details



Name:

2. School: Harvard
·     Task: Read through admission requirements. Find statistical trends and any related 

· information you can find that will help guide your decision. 

· Task: Find out total student enrollment, demographics, and tuition charges (you might have to do some digging to find this information). Input this information on spreadsheet template. Use these sites if needed.

http://www.admissions.college.harvard.edu/apply/statistics.html http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/harvard.asp 
http://harvardtuition.net/and-fees.html 
3. Data entry

·    Task: Open the class master spreadsheet template. Fill in missing data using 

       information learned in Step 2 about your school. Copy this same information onto  

       your school template.

4. Application review

·   Task: Read through the applications submitted. Discuss each one. Make informal 

· predictions about who you think will be accepted. Enter their data on the spreadsheet 

· template.

5. Analyze

·   Task: Look over your spreadsheet data. Can you notice any trends? Does anything 

· stand out to you? What are your overall impressions? 

5. Graph and Chart

·   Task: Using your data, create three different types of charts to show your 

      findings. You can choose to answer these questions or others:

· How does your acceptance rate compare with the school’s overall acceptance rate?

· Of the applicants, what is the lowest GPA? The highest?

· Of the applicants, what is the lowest ACT/SAT score? The highest?

· Did anyone get accepted who did not have community service hours? 

· Are there any trends worth charting? Women vs. men? Close vs. far away? Types of extracurricular activities? How heavily were service hours and/or extracurricular activities weighed?
6. IF-THEN

·   Task: Based on your school’s average ACT and GPA scores, write IF functions to 
arbitrarily determine admission status. Compare your committee results to the IF determinations and discuss which factors may have played a part if the two decisions are different.

7. Student admission comparisons

·   Task: On the master template, complete admission status for each student

8. Create presentation

·   Task: Create a presentation using Google Docs presentations, Keynote, or Microsoft 

      PowerPoint. Make sure to include the following:

· Overall good presentation design guidelines as discussed

· Include school name, location, website, and student population

· Comparison of your school’s acceptance rate with that of your applicants

· Include your charts or graphs along with any explanations needed

· List your general recommendations or any trends you noticed

9. Give presentation

·   Task: Give your presentation in front of the class as a group. Follow good presentation 

· delivery guidelines as discussed.

10. Evaluate

·   Task: Self-assess your presentation using rubric. Evaluate your group members based 

     on the group member rubric.


[image: image13.jpg]Admissions Committee Activity Rubric

Exceeds Expectations (4)

Meets Expectations (3)

Approaching
Expectations (2)

Does Not Meet
Expectations (1)

School demographics
and admission
requirements

Did the spreadsheet
contain necessary
information?

Spreadsheet contained all
required information and was
correct. School data was
entered on both school
template and master template

Spreadsheet contained all
required information and was
mostly correct. School data was
entered on both school template
and master template

Spreadsheet was missing some
information or was not correct.
School data was not entered on
both school template or master
template

Spreadsheet lacked significant
information or was mostly
incorrect. School data was not
entered on both school template
or master template

Chart Analysis

Did the spreadsheet
contain a minimum of
three types of charts that
analyze student and school
data?

Spreadsheet contained at least
three types of charts that
correctly demonstrate
advanced analytical skills

Spreadsheet contained two
types of charts that correctly
demonstrate advanced
analytical skills

Spreadsheet contained only
one types of chart or chart
doesn’t demonstrate advanced
analytical skills

Spreadsheet does not contain
any chart or the charts it does
contain don’t demonstrate
advanced analytical skills

IF-THEN functions

Does the spreadsheet
contain IF function for ACT
and GPA and make
comparisons among
students?

Spreadsheet contains IF
function that correctly
interprets average ACT and
GPA scores and admission
status of all students

Spreadsheet contains IF
function that correctly interprets
average ACT and GPA scores
and admission status of some
students

Spreadsheet contains IF
function but it is either
incorrect or determines
incorrect admission status

Spreadsheet does not contain
any IF function or related
admission status

Presentation

Does the presentation
incorporate good design,
spreadsheet charts,
analysis, and good delivery
skills

Presentation demonstrates
good design, summarizes
spreadsheet data, includes
charts, and is delivered well.

Presentation mostly
demonstrates good design,
mostly summarizes spreadsheet
data, includes some charts, and
is delivered well.

Presentation lacks either good
design, spreadsheet summary,
charts, or good delivery.

Presentation lacks good design,
does not contain adequate
spreadsheet summary or
charts, and lacks good delivery.

Group work

Was the student a good
team player?

Student fully participated in
assigned role and presentation.
Went above and beyond.

Student mostly participated in
assigned role and presentation.

Student did not fulfill role
obligations and needed
encouragement from team
members.

Student did not participate in
assigned role or in presentation.
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